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ECHY office of the state coordinator for Virginia
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Why the broad definition:
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Shelters are often full, turning youth away

There are no shelters in many suburban and rural areas

Eligibility rules of shelters often exclude unaccompanied minors

Youth may fear adult shelters

Shelters often have 30-, 60-, or 90-day time limits

Youth may be unaware of alternatives, fleeing in crisis, living in over-

crowded, temporary, and sometimes unsafe environments



Continuation from previous page
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Some youth become homeless with their Some youth become homeless with their 
families, but end up on their own due to lack of 
space in temporary accommodations or shelter 
policies that prohibit adolescent boys.

Many unaccompanied children and youth have 
fled abuse and/or dysfunction in the home.

Studies have found that 20-40% of unaccompanied 
youth were sexually abused in their homes; 40-
60% were physically abused.

Over two-thirds of callers to Runaway Hotline 
report that at least one of their parents abuses drugs 
or alcohol.

21 – 53% of homeless youth have a history of out-
of-home care through the child welfare system.

Many youth have been thrown out of their 
homes due to their sexual orientation: 20-40% 
of unaccompanied youth identify as gay, 
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Assist with transportation
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Assist with transportation

Public transit passes

Connect youth with carpools

Reimburse for gas

Collaborate with school district 

transportation

Work with McKinney-Vento 

liaisons to support students’

school stability, so they can 

remain with the TRIO program.

If school stability isn’t possible, 



Discuss use of MV subgrant for higher ed
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Reference Gay Thomas decision making chart

Paths to being on your own

Longstanding patterns of family conflict: blended family issues, pregnancy, sexual 

activity or orientation, school problems, alcohol/drug use

Abuse and/or neglect within the home

Parental incarceration, substance abuse, illness, hospitalization, or death

Foster care issues: running away from a foster care placement, aging out of the 

foster care system; significant correlation between involvement with the child 

welfare system and experiencing homelessness as an adult

Some students become homeless with their families, but end up on their own due to 

lack of space in temporary accommodations or shelter policies that prohibit 

adolescent boys
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•For UHY:•For UHY:

•Lack of financial means to live 
independently and safely

•Inability to be financially self-
sufficient once enrolled in college

•Limited housing options, especially 
in small towns or rural areas

•Struggling to balance school and 
other responsibilities

•Lack of adult guidance and support 

•Lack of access to parental financial 
information and support 21



This information is critical to get to our high school counselors.
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This is not an “exercise of professional judgment” or a “dependency 
override” for youth 21 and younger; this is determining the independent override” for youth 21 and younger; this is determining the independent 
student status of an unaccompanied homeless youth

Financial aid environment: 

Having to do more with less 

Increased administrative burden

Competing roles

Serving students

Enforcing U.S Department of 

Education regulations and policies
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WA Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, McKinney-Vento Program

Other ideas for colleges

Referrals to campus and community support services upon admission

Coordination between financial aid offices, student support services, and 

campus housing

Campus food and clothing bank

Housing for homeless students when dormitories close; leave one residence 

hall open or establish a list of “host homes” in community

Mentoring program
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